L. Ron Hubbard, one of the most bizarre entrepreneurs on record,
proved cult religion can be big business. Now be'’s declared dead,
and the guestion is, did be take $200 million with bin?

The prophet and profits
of Scientology

By Richard Behar
MLY A FEW CAN BOAST the fi-
nancial suecess of L. Ron Hub:
bard, the sciemce fiction story-
teller and entreprenenr who reported-
Iy died and was cremated lass January
at the agL af 74,

For roughly three decades Hubband
ran the notordous Church of Scicnunl-
opy® & “religion” he formed o
“glear” mankind of misery. [t came
complete  with  finance  dicravors,
"gang-bang seclurity] checks,” lie de-
tectors, “committees of evidence"™
and detention camps. In 1977 the FRI
sent 134 agents, armed with warrants
and sledgehammers, storming into
Scientology centers in Los Angeles
and Washington. Eleven top church
officials, mcluwding Hubbard's third

wille, weent to jail for infilvracing, bur-
glanzing and wirctapping owver 100
povermment agencics, including the
RS, FBI and ClA. Hubbard could hold
his own with any of his science fic-
tion novels

Amid all the melodrama, ar lease
£200 million tn cash produced by his
seranpge creation was gathered in Hakb-
hards name, and there s believed o
be much more in I:I'IF.JI'Ii.?.iIlIIII"I HECTH B
The Church of Scientology®™ has
proved w be one of the most locrative
businesses around. [ Forees had
krown as much as it kmows now,
after interviewing dozens of eyewit-
nesses and examining Swom testimo-
ny and court records in both criminal
and civil cases, Hubbard would have
been included high on The Forbes
Four Hundred

There 15 something that Fomrnes
still docsn’t know, however It is
somcthing no one may know ourside
a small, secretive band of Huobbard’s
followers: Whar is happening to all
that money?

Hubhard himself has not been seen
publicly since 19800 when he went
|.|.|1|.1|.'rur||uud. diu|1|1-:_u:| ring esen from
the view of high “church’ officials

Thats in character: He was said |1'|.'
spokesmen o have retired  from
Scientology's management in 1966, In
fac, bor 20 Vs n.{il::. b muaimntained
a grip so tight that sources say since
his 1980 disappearance three appoln-
el “messengers” have been able o
gather wens of millions of dollars a
will, harass and innmidare Scientol-
ogy members, and rule with an iron
fist an intcrmational neowork that is
still estimared o have tens of thoo-
aands of adherents—all merely on his
unscen authonty

Hovw could Hubbard do all this? As
carly as the 19505, officials at the
Amencan Medical Assochation were
warmning  thar  Scientology,  then
known as Dianctics, was a cult. More
recently, in 1984, courts of law here
and abroad labeled the ocrganization
such things as “schizophrenic and
parannid™ and “corrupt, sinister and
:‘Inn,gvl.'luux."' while Hubbard himself
was deseribed as a pathological liar'”
and “a charlatan and worse.™

But the ceneral fact ia the money:
hundreds of millions of dollars lase
soen in the form of cold cash or highly
negatiahle securivies. “It's a pericet
story about greed and lust for power,”
says William Franks, who was driven
ot of the organization in 1981, when
he was the church's chairman of the
hoard and its executive director inter:
national, the post Hubbard officially
relinquished 20 years ago, “If you un-
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Spfernialogy rooetd Porrckpracriors Brollcling iy Log Angeles
“Hubbard told me at one time the biggest mistake we made was going religlows.

derstand it on that basis, and scay
away from the ‘religious' aspects, it
makes perfect sense.

A few Bcts about Hubbard's carly
lifc are known, Lafayverte Ronald Hulbs
hand was born in Tilden, MNeb, on Mar
13, 1911, Adver serving in World War
I, he woote a 1947 letter to the ¥Vetor-
ATES J’I.Iil'l'l!ﬂl"-rru'ltlll'ﬂ i \\'hl‘l:!l hl:' LR -
planed of his “serously affected”
mind and “snicidal inclinations® and
pleadded tor bhelp. Hubband was never-
theless o moderately successful sci-
ence lcton writer, In 1949 addressing
a writers' convention, he reportedly
said, “IF a man really wants to make 51
million, the hest way wonld be oo start
s own religion.” In 149500 he published
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the book that would ultimarely make
him rich beyond the dreams of avarice,
Fhereeries The Mewderss Sciempcer of Averisal
Teedth In 1950, during his secondd di-
visrc, Huobdard s wile claimed that be
wias “hopelessly insanc' and that he
tortured her. Throe years lager. his
“‘church* was borm

1t did not act much like a church
Through the 19508 and much of the
19605, Hubbard emphasized the
“scientific™ nature of a therapeutic
techmique he mmvented. He called i
“auditing.” He said it could cure 11l
medd, redtore 2ight to the hlind and
improve intelligence and appearance.
Hubbard argued, in his hestselling
haok, that inmer narmaoil SPFANE froiem

mental abemations ke called *“en-
grams"” caused by past  raumatic
cvents, and could be eliminaced by

mbentitving, recalling and reliving the
cvents.  Eliminate  your  cagmms,
climinate your eurmotl. A similar pro-
COS% 15 TOUtine B0 most conventional
methods of psychotherapy, a fact
Hurkhard '|'~'ru:=1:|n1.1.|'||:,' was aware of
CUm this unlikely hase he built his
£400 million empare

Hubbard consuected a deviee he
called an E-mecter, actually a simphi
ted e detecoor, to measure clectrical
changes in the skin while subjects go
aver intimate details of their pase. Ao
ditors [later alsn called mimsters)
would conduct sessions with this de
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vice amd zero in om Hubbard's en-
grams. Psychistrists say 3 successful
session of going over long-suppressed
traumas can produce a sense of per-
sanal relief and euphoma.  That
hrought the woubled subject back for
more, money in hand, Lots of money
A large organization began to form,
with “franchises™ around the coun-
iry. Th-:m are-a |.-|_:-I: of troubled pu::q.r]c
out there,

Side by side with his “scienrific”
mearments, Hubbard picched a body
of religious belicks—reincamagion
and the like fae box p 32220—amd
claimed tax-exempt status as a reli-
gion. It was not long before some of
his aud.]tmx subsects were drawn into
what became a fast-growing cule
Some of them became fanarics who

“scientific™ claims were bogus and
that E-meter auditing would oo long-
e be labeled as a scientific treatment.
Bur Hubbard was resourceiul. ‘The
way around the ruling was oo call the
meters and audicing stmietly  “reli-
prous sacraments” and therelore be-
yomd the FDA% reach. Hubband's
Scientodogy  counselors had  already
I:M'].;_I.ID u.:llll:u:_ themeelves ministers.
Mow they took to wearing black and
clerical collars. Chapels were con-
stmecreed  in Scientology cenrers
arcund the country. “Franchises™ bes
came  “'missions,” “fees”  became
hxed domations,” and “theories” be-
came “sacred seriptures.” The money
got even bigper.

The system works like this: Pros-
pocts, normally spoken of as “raw

Hierbdard qavnel frvesnls der DT (P Broeier, socened v ovenmaed olgficior Armsrroeggs 1)
Life became pery peculior absard the good ship Apalls.

services—they get 10% 1o 15% of all
services rendered to the picce of meat
they bring in. Others go into the bost-
ness slde for a picee of the acrion.
Simee it is not uncommon for people
to spend more than $S1L00U000 over a
decade for their salvation, “The regs-
trars were making good bucks, buying
Porsches and Mercedes-Tenzes,™ says
one defector, Bemt L:r.ln:r:.rvllun. *ramud the
best counsclors were paikd on a perfor-
manect scale.” Corvdon, who onee ran
thee bipgesr single Scientology mis
slom, left in 19821 to stant his owm
auditing religion,

For the less enterprising, anmother
way to afford the religion 1% to sign a
contract for U b a hallion years (rein-
carnation, remmember) and jom chumek
seaft. Ateer sicning a note oblipating
themeclves to pay for all ser-
vices rendered in the event
they break their employment
contracts and waiving all
right 0 sue, these members
receive free auditing, room
and board, a structured and
controlled environmens, and
a small allowamce—less than
§15 per week in the esrly
1980s5—in reoumn for labar
that can average 05 much as
15 hours per day,

Uldmately subjects ame
“cleared”—that 45, pro-
nounced cured of enprams
Bt Hubbard was no dummy
He added more and mone
steps, cach usually more ex:
pensive than the last, for his
cult followers. ."Jli::d].'. 111 £hse
carly 1950, Hubbard found
thar the prior lives of individ:
uals also required auditing by
the hour, In the late 1960s,
Hubbard had ansther revela:
tion: Humans are actoally
composed of clusters of spin:

would do virtwally anything ae Hub-
bard s command.

Uniormunacely, the tax ploy and the
big money drew the attention of the
IRS: A ruling strnipped him of his tax-
CXCmpE stames im 1967,

[1571 3 1'3-1,' I:h-l.'n. I:Iw money was S0 Iﬂﬁ
Hubbard was able to buy a 342-foot
coeangoing ship, the Apodlo, On ie, he
withdsew fom Bis povernment perse-
cutors and eruised safely in intermna-
tional waters with an adonng reunue
of followers. The IES was later able 1o
prowe in court that he was meanwhile
skimming money, at least 53 million
m 1972 alone, and laundenng it
through schemes involving phony
billings, a dummy corporation in Fan-
ama and secret Swiss bank accounes.

Im 1971 a LLS. federal coumn finally
upheld an FDA ruling that Hubbard's

als

meat,” are offered a free 200-question
“personality  test’”  to  determine
whether counscling [which means au-
diting) is needed. [“Auditng is always
needed, ™ says ope lormmer counselor. |
Scientology  services rangs from a
communications workshop for $50 to
the more popular one-on-one auditing
sessions that soon cost anywhere
from, pet this, S200 o mare than
£1000 an houwr. Special training
courses go for 512000 and up.

How can anvone, except the very
rich, afford to spend $200 o 51,000 an
hour on counseling? Plus pay for the

; and other materials in which
Hubbard did a lively side business?
Lomie newoomers ane cnqnu:r:gcd i
become “field seaff members,” whao
fECTulE new raw meat oa the streets
for commmissions w pay for their own

tu.llh:'h':p Htemm:ngb.;ll:kmﬂl:u;ln:uf
vears, Mow those sparitual beings had
to be audized! Preposterons?! Perhaps,
bur "evenrually you lose the ability
even form a belief aboue these things.™
says a former high-level Hubhard asde,
Gerald Ammstrong. “Hubbard says,
Tump,” vou say, ‘"How high?' Hubbard
says, ‘| have new technology,’ you say,
‘How wonderful .

The "meat” would have swecemive,
increasingly strange levels of Yclear-
ing' revealed o them only gradually,
of ‘course, and only as they scemed
ready vo “flow up the bridge,” in the
peculiar jargon that developed within
the organization. In 1981 wet mone
mew revelations were issued, hot oniy
after income from existing levels had
dropped off. “If you don't have the
money, you're a slave,’” sums up
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Howard Bower, a successful Mew
York real estare developer who tan a
Manhattan “mission” until 1933
“And it you have money, you're
fawned all over until you don't have
m?muh jilled with
T ship Apodo got filled wit
hundreds of the most thoroughly pro-
grammed of Hubbard's signees. On
hoard, life became wery  peculiar
Frank Watson, a chiropractor then in
his 50, told Forees he was thrown
overboard flve times, sometimes
bindiolded, for minor infractions.
The drop was 26 feet. One Tanja Bur-
den testified she was required to serve
at the age of 13 |both paremts were
Seientolopista) as Hubbard's personal
slawve, helping him dress and preparing
his totletries. There are many more

el posivions in governmeni ncics
It also sent followers to 'I!mr.lﬁ:u and
rille files or plant wimctaps. Adroda
Frecdom of Information Act filings by
sScientologists caused the povemmment
eo bring rmuch of its evidenee from its
Scientology investigations into one
office in Washington; his people then
repeatedly  hurglarized the govem-
ment's office, obtaining even thoss
documents the government had no
intention of releasing.

It was the discovery ol this cam:
paign that sent the stanled G-men to
Scien |:|;_|||._|].|;3,-' |'|r_'=|:||.'|||.ar|:|:|::.r swearch war-
rants amid sledges in hand.

Even though his [all guys insulaved
Hubbard from jail thas time, he knew
he was in trouble, *"Hubbard told me
at one time thq: hlﬂ.:_l,:t mistake we

“May be . . . lied to or destroyed.”

l h: unpleasant crossing
Hubbard’s omganization. Dr.
'|'-|;|I'|;| [ o 'l.':.'l.arh:I assistant clinical
professor of psychiarry ar Harvard
Medical School, testified a5 an ex-
pert against the Church of Scien-
tology™. He reports thas, in appar-
ent retalintion, false complaines
were circulated agaimst his prac-
tice, phaone threats were made o
him, and ads placed in the Boston
Herarld offering 523,000 for evi-
dence leading to his criminal con-
wiction, This went on, he says, for
fen years, during which twao
Church of Scientology™ - suits
against him were dismissed. Clark
is suing for 535 million. Other
cases of harassmment of crtics have
been documented. Such enwde in-
timidation tactics are o Systernanc
policy of the Church of Scienuo
logy.®™ Whyl Hubbard, in 1967,

Figrveeras e, Jodwn G Clowls

wrote the following with regard o
church enemies: “[They| may be
deprived of property or injured by
any means by any Scientolopise
without any discipline of the
Scientologist,. May be  tricked,
sued or lied to or destroved. "—R.B.

such tales,

Aaad the meoney kept pouring in. But
things starved wo get too hot for Hub
bard. Ome by one, forcign countrics
began closing their ports. England,
Gireece, Spain, Portugal. France oon-
victed him in abscmeia for fraad.

Im 1975 he gave up the Al and
wsched down in Clearwater, Fla.,
“"I'IIC'.'I I'!l'_'d.'lml: .Fll'ﬂ:ll:l'l.l'.'r I'Il."JI'JI.'lII:ﬂI'tEr!I
to go with the first one in Los Ange-
les. Hubbard evidently essayed a
counterattack on his main perscou-
tors; Former insiders say he had al-
ready pone underpround for a year ina
muislest apartment in MNew York's bar-
ough of Cecens e phons, B 3140
while he planned 3 campaign dubbed
Operation Smow White, This opera-
tion planted Scientologists in low-lev-

made was poang religions and thae we
should have hﬁal it seraight as a busi-
ness,” says 4 bormer high “church”
official who doesn't wamt his name
used. "That would have svoided all
the trouble with the RS,

Beaides the feds, Hobbard and his
arganization were getting sued by |.1|-.--
affected  former Eﬂll.lll:ﬂ']f.égl"l:a-
1980 Hubbard went rgrouind
again, supposlly at a mnch in the
small California wown of Creston, a
Abe-hour drive north of Los Anpeles,
Mot even Chairman and Executive
Director William Franks, then admin-
istrator of the entire Church of Scien-
tology™, could speak o him or ses
him. All communications were via
telex or written or oral messages car-

ried back and forth by three trasied

messengers—David  Miscavige and
Patrick and Anne Broeker, o hughand-
and-wife veam. All three wene young
adules who had been indoctrinaved for
four or more years. Acconding to de-
fecars, Miscavige, whose tather was a
Scientologist, grew up in suburban
Philadelphia amd then England. Mis-
LaVIEES 1% Hﬂ.ld tir I'I.i'lu'lf '|IJII'I.EI.! ‘L'I'II.'II.'I:I'I.
staff at age 16, and reportedly has anly
a ninth-grade education. They say he
15 mean, a bully who acquired power
through an ahility o intimidare and
an image he created that he represent:
cd Hubbands wishes. In the carly
19800 b was claiming to see Hubband
once a weck., He joined with the
Brockers, with whom Hubbard was
presumably living at the time, and is
e &aid toeshare W e with them.
Anne reportedly has a saxth-grade
education and joined the organization
when she was 11 (Bl Franks says he
once taupht the three Rs to Anne and
|:|-t'|'.|=n|-1. SJ'IE 5. Hﬂ.ld. t“.hc =13 !'l.lthl.!!!li.'ﬁ a5
Miscavige. Par, however, ts said to
have fimished high school. He has
been married at least three times and
is said to have married his way up the
hicrarchy, with onc Hubbard female
Ii.lll.' H”tL‘I’ .II'I."tI“.T.

Thelr credibiliey in the omganiza-
thon, however, was not otal. “T onaly
believe that Hubbard really died in
1980 and that this involves a scam on
top of a scam,” the now-disaffected
Charman Franks told Forges.

Mow things really stared hopping.
The messengers and their agens—
more  formally, the Commodore’s
Messenger Chganization, or CMO—
soon took two major steps, One was
an extensive two-year purge of the
caganization that drove away han-
dreds of longtime adherents. Ir was
noe hard. “Wild paranoia permeates
the whole organizaticn,” says Don
Larsom, who served as the church's
S25-per-week “finance ethics officer,”
for which read “enforcer.’” Larscn
claims he alone brought meardy 300
recalcitrant Scicntologists o Heha-
bilitation Project Forces™ at Scien
wology centers around the world owver a
period of 14 months, until his own
detention and departure in late 1983,
“1 was the harcher man,” says Larson.
“1 was responsible {or all sorts of Ge-
stapoetype stuff,”

In these sadistic detention proe
grams, staff members would be co-
croed imto performing hard labag, eat-
ang; lefrovers our of buckes and 5 dr-
ing on floors. Some were report
kept against their will,

The other move was to step up the
flow of money dramatically, Among
Larsomn's duties were levyving fines on
wealthy auditing subjects, whose ingi-
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mate auditing sessions had been tran-
scribed in wniting, and forcibly dun-
ning mussion holders [franchisess) for
rnillions of additional dollars for Hub-
bard agenes. “In 1983, says Larson, ']
manipulated a hall-million-dollar in-
heritance out of Bob B He was
naive as hell, DM, |[David Miscavige|
called me up in the middle of the
night Jabout Bob B------] .- - - He want-
cd the money

“What's all this got 1o do wath reli-
grom ™ Larson muses. 1 can't believe
the things 1 did.""

“The question was always how to
gt mone money oo Hub-

could nog be traced.

A separate corporation called Awu-
thor Serniced, Ine. (ASIH wat formed oo
mamkge Hubbard’s linancial affairs
and, apparently, thoss of the church
as  well, According tw  Howand
Schomer, ASl's treasury scoretary in
1982, he sent up through Hubbard's
messengers weekly updates on Hub-
bard's ner worth from ASL Schomer
zays Hubbard was pulling in well over
51 malhon a week through AS] when
he. Schomer, left and that Hubbard's
net waorth, through A% alone, had ris
en mare than 30 mallien in a nine-

- n m-Larsim -l g

moncy o Hubhard was back-halling
the church for Hubbard's past ser-
vices. According to Schomer and oth-
ers, Hubbard's weekly gpross income
wiks the most important statestic ki:pr
by A5l and it was ordained that the
income  keep  msing Explaing
Schomer: “|Say| last week's ineome
tor Hubbard was 5750,000 and this
week 15 down. In onder to keep the
graph om s vertical trend o
S800.000, they would come up with
the figure o be used and then find
something that would juseify tha
kind of money to Hubbard, like spe-
cinl courses or E-meters that

bard’s pocket and how o hide
that from the [R5 =avs
Franks, who was responsible
lor investing, about 5150 mil-
lion of church reserves in
1980, maost of 1g held in foreign
currencics. “There was lizeral-
ly cash all over the place
There would be people leaving
from Flanda for Europe with
]'r::g_.‘\. af cash on a wnukl:.-' baisis,
There were hundreds of bank
acopunis.” Im [9Rl Pranks
started taking Hubbard's name
off these accounts as sIgnatn
ry—15 years afier Hubbard
was sald oo have retired from
the church—ito hide the con-
nection (o church funds they
represented

Instead, much of the organi-
zatioa's cash  reportedly
wound up i the Beligious Ke-
scarch  Foundation (RRF,
which former church mem:.
bers say was a Liberian shell
corporation. with hank  ae-
counts in Luxemboorg and
Licchtenstein, RRF was sct up
by three otherwize unimpos-
tant board members who
submitted their resignations
i advance. The RRF was used
a3 a way station for money
trom the church o the unseen
Hubbard's own accounts in
Switzerland and  Liechten:
atein. Franks claims that RRE
gecoumnts alone totaled well over 5[{!_]
million by 1981, “RKF was as goml as
Hubbard " says he

In 1980 Laurel Sullivan, for seven
years Hubbard's principal public n:i.1
tions official, was put in charge of an
internal operation called Mission
Comporate Category Sorvout [Hubbard
liked milis ary jargon and OfEAnIZi-
tiom), at the behest of Miscavige. Sul-
livan SAYS she p|.ir|11|;-;| WAYE [0 i1|_g|g_l::
the church's corporations to shicld
the unseen Hubbard from legal lakil-
ity and to ensure that the (ncome
lines to Hubbard from the church

Arrclirieng frenscrind cmorifvrg it |'.!,|'Ie- P e
e Scarnodog sioreroonr (i Cleareder, Fla
Something to think about o Lot shouwld gouw
consider being audited.

he had once designed. Each
itemn had potential values put
on them.”

The most remarkahle trans-
acuon of all wok place in
1982, when sources say Hub
bard or his agents sold some of
his copyrights for a reposied
85 million (inclwbing 535
million said w be carmarked
for his projected mausoloum|
and donated his trademarks,
which were also valued at 585
:|||.|.|.|.|.1.1r.|_. wo sl anuthcr COTp-
ration, Relipious Technology
Center. (This dual transaction
created an offsetting deduoe-
toon, thanks o the atiomn,
which made the sale effective
Iy wax-free.| The head of Reli-
al::ll.lh Technology Ceneer also

ppens o be the very same
man who nogarized the doco-
ment that authorized a key
Tt al the transacton-—Dasd
Miscavige.

Advogether, Forees can total
up at leasc 5200 million gath
ered  in Hubbards mname
through 1982, There may well
Bawe been much more. All this
time Hubbard remained un:
scen by anyone in the chunch,
from Franks on down. Oaly the
three MesscnEers Were Seen.,

Yet the money machine was
still grind on matiomwide

modith period in 1982, Schomer, who
never saw or spoke to Hubbard afver
1975, says that when he became visi-
bly troubled about chese matters, he
himself was subjected to a ten-hour
“gang-hang sec cheek,' an increasing-
Iy common experience among church
members, which in this case included
I""-"“H mccumed of |_'|-|.'i|'|||.;I a CIA SPY,
threatemed  with jail and physical
harm and spat upon by Miscavige,
Schomer is now suing Hubbard's es-
tate, Miscavige, the Brockers and ASI
b £225 mullion

A particularly handy dewice to get

and in some foreign counirics
It 8008 dll!'l.'EI.lI:lP'L'lJ that Hubbard had
ather books to sell—a seemingly end-
less succession of science fction nos-
cls stamed appearing n 1981 re-
viewed by critics in leas than adends-
ing terms, Church officials publish
these under the name Bridge Publica-
tions, paying Hubbard a moyaley on
cach sale. Harvey Haber, who served
as Hubbamd's personal literary repre-
sentative, says the order went our in
1982 to local Scientology missions
and imdividual members o buy up
specified numbers of copics. It added
up, he reports, wo tens of thousands of
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Hubbard's cosmology

he upper levels of sacred

scieneological  doctrine  are
said to be so powerful that one
could dic of poncumonia i he
tricd to absorb them  withour
proper  traiping.  Although  the
Church of Scientology™ has tak-
en legal action against outsiders
who possess the informatien,
Forees has obtained access
some of Hubband's secrets of the
universe. Summarized [we  as

SUmME No sibility for any
who read er), his cosmology
goes like this:

Seventy-five million vears ago
there was a “galactic confedera-
tion” of more than 70 plancts.
Then, a8 now, these were “in-
come taxes and supprossive gove
ernments.” Bur the chiei problem
was overpopulation. There were
200 hillion o 500 billion people
por plance. The boss was a mean
titan, Xenu. He sene people o
Earth (called Tecgeeach] o blow
them up, thus resolving the over-

population.

Bounded ap among the victims
were “artists,* “revolutionanies,
Teriminals’” and “those consid-
cred  too smart, After capiure,
these beings “had  their  lungs
shot with aleohol or glyeol™ amd
were transported by spaceships o
earth. Xenu then dropped nuclear
bambs ineo volcanos. Afeer the
cxplosions, the individual spirits
for therans], deprived of physical
body, were packaged [or clus-
tercd] by Xenu through electronic
and mechanical means in places
like Hawaii and the Canary
Islands.

In a nugshell, each human poday
is made up of a cluster of these
thetans, with one dominant, and
this iz the cause of human unbap-

i and internal conflice. Only
through costly Scientology audit-
ing can the less dominant thetans
be removed. (Whar happens o
them after that is ot elear.) And
Henw! To this day, Xenu is siteated
on 3 mountantop  somewhere
stuck in an "electronic trap,"—R.B.

coples, many of them bought cnly o
b warchoused by the church, Some-
timies single orders for 20 or 30 copies
would be placed. But wsually neacly
dressed young adulis would appear in
Bookstores and buy 2 or 3 copies
apices of Huobbard's books, usually for
cash, The first swch novel, Bemligietkd
Farth, soon began appearing on best-
scller lises, Bactalions of nealy
dressed customers have been buying
cver since. By now, most Hubbard
books have nppr.-ar:d an several best-
seller lists, Much of the buying seems
copcentrated on the B. Dalwn's and
Waldenbooks chains, which scem o
be doing a land-office business, cven
while other bookstores nearby repos
litele intesest in Hubbard’s novels.
Millions im royalties were taken after
1981 in chis fashion. All of this money
went to Author Services, controlled
by the messcnpens.

Bur Hubbard's old nemeses had mot
forgotten him. In late Scptember
1985, the Internal Revenue Service
sent a letter to the Church of Sciento-
bopy™ warmning that it might indice
Hubbard for tax fraud But Hubbard
miay have had the Lase laugh.

Jan. 23, 1986 was the date on Hub-
bard's pew will. It dealt with copy-
rights he still owned. They and any
rovaliies would belong to a special L.
Ron Hubbard trust. Hubbard's third

4

wile wias provided tor, [Hubbard's son
irom an carlier marriage was long ago
disaftected and disinherited.] And it
set instructions for dealing with his
rernains. The body was o be cremared
immeadiately following death, his
ashes scattered, Mo autopsy was o be
allowed,

Hubbard dicd the next day, on Jan.
24, according 1o (ollowers who were
at his deathbed. They called the coro-
neT early on the 25ch. The doctor who
signed the death certificate, citing as
cause of death a “cerebral vascular
accident,” gave as his address a medi-
cal center in Los Angeles that was
founded by Scientologists. But there
are those who belicve Hubbard died in
l?ﬂﬂr amd seill others who believe he
died sometume 10 between. We may
never know,

Shortly thercafter, the Associated
Press reported that the Church of
Scientology™ had announced thae
% of Hubbards csrate had been
lefr “to the Church.” Sources say a
policy letter was posied in Sciengol-
ogy offices across the country an-
nouncing who was now officially in
charge: Par and Anne Brocker amd
David Miscavige.

Lince then, the Church of Scien-
tology™ has been on a big marketing
blitz, with heavy promotions an tele
vision and thick color insents in

newspapers on the life of Hubbard,
“the greatest humanitarian in his-
tory.” This promotes the books, the
rovalties on which go into the Hub-
bard trust.

The “church” iself, meanwhile,
faces its strongest challenge for sue-
vival. Annual income, reporedly
aboue $150 million in the carly 19EDs,
is now thought wo be halt thae in the
wake of the purges. Membership is
down, The church claims more than &
million active members, a figure it
has used for 15 vears. But some defec-
tors put the real fgure at less than
30,000, Moreover, an TRS eriminal in-
vestigation is gathering momensum
in Los Angeles, and new lingation has
flopded the coures. Awards for dam-
ages and personal suffering arc being
made, somme in the wens of millions of
dollars, to former members as well as
extermal crtes fes bor P 278 Qe
attorney alone, Boston-based Michael
Flynmn, has represenved 35 ex-Scientol-
ogists and 1s giving advice on a class-
ACtion Swit.

Hundreds of defectors worldwide
hawe fommcd their own religions or
for-profit auditing businesses, pener-
ally charging rates under 35100 an
howr. Among the new competiwers is
the man who once served as Hub
band s |'rtr.‘||.'|n.i| .=|.|.'||.1|I1:lrI the much-re-
wored David Maye, who coauthored
some of Hubbard's sacred rexes and 18
now wnting his own scrprures.

50, as the onginal enterprise
shrinks, a new, ungovernable cotrage
industry grows up around it It was
created by the messengers' purges,
and it further undermines the organi-
zation that the messeonpers inhent.
psychotherapy by lic detector really is
4 usciul technigue, there is plenty of
competition around mow, i ocliect
called 1neo |.1|:|:n,|.; |11|.' the mcswnﬁq:ru"
own deeds,

Huhhsrd—or

his  messenpers—or

bath together, no one may cver quite
know which, brought their roubles
on themselves. Tt would all make La-
tayette Wonald Hubbard turm ower in
his grave, if he had one. B
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