Mystery of the Vanished Ruler

| The fare af L. Ron Hubbard underfies Sc;enm!ag_r s turmoil

!Amlmi'ﬂ: multimillionaire who pre-
ferred 1o work all night. A man terri-
fed of gerems who Mughe his growing ar-
ray of ailments with a variery of drugs and
massive vilamin imjestions. A brilhant
and dominating figure who built an em-
| pire and who was both revered and
leared, And now, W make the comparison
more compelling sull, the question of his
futz. Even longlime intimates have not
| scen him in more than two yedrs.
Tivey do el knerw whethar e is Liv-
ing in saclusion by his own chodce,
or whether he is mentally ingompe-
tent and a captive of former under-
lings. Some of his old aides think he
may even be dead.

Those exne similanues o the
Inst yvemrs of Howard Hughes are
part of the mysterious porirait that
apelime  associales skeich of L.
(for Lafaveitel Ron Hubbard, 71,
founder and guiding inspiration of
the Church of Scientology. As pro-
claimed by Hubbard, Scientology is
a religion that 323 life as a rebent-
less siraggle o erase painful mental
imitges (called “engrams” in the
cult’s jargont that block a person
from achicving his full potential
and that may weumulale through
his successive incarmations. Hub-
bard has insisted that he lived
through a series of incarnations
and thar he was in fact 74 wrillion
wgars ald

In Hubbtard's absemce. Scientol-
ogy is deeply riven by bitter dis-
putes. A dozen or 30 of Hubbard's
voungest followers, who hase spenl
much of their lives in the cull's bi-
zarre world, bave scized control of
the orpanization. Climing o be
“on Source” with Hubbard, and 1w
be acting under his diréction. they are also
inying to gain contral of the church's as-
sels, estimated 1o be more than £280 mil-
lion. About T35 senior leaders have been
purgsd by the young zealots in g coup that
hns shaken the 29-year-old church.

Fighting these activisis for Scientols
opy's riches s Hubbard's esranged son,
Ronald DeWolf, 48 whoe chonged his
name in 1972 in an effort. he says, to
escape harassment by Scientologists.
DeWaolf has asked a California superior
COUPL L3 APPnl 4 (Fusiee 1o protect his fa-
ther's estate from the new leaders, In his

father, who he save has long suffered from
“gevere mental illness and physical dis-
ease.” w either dead or “incompetent,”
DeWolf olso chorges that his Gither used
|"“criminal means” o acguire “wealth,
| fame and power.” Tn another California

court. Scientology 15 seeking 1o recover
three cartons containing abowt 5000
Scientology documents. The papers wane
placed under court protection by Gerry
Armstrong. 36, who was authorized in
January 1980 by Hubbard to gather pa-
pers for a laudatory biography. Armsirong
found dovuments o damaging w the cull's
credibility thal e quil the church i dis-
Bust. He vows bose the s pers (o prove his

peeiteid pe geartsacds  mibes” of the church. Onc Scientol-

A rare plctore of Hubbard: onhls movle setin 1975

charges, made in a sworn statement fora
oourt case in Florida, than *Mre. Hubbard
had comtinually misrepresanted Rimsalf

| and had hed about his past.”

Meanwhile, the Intermal Revenue
Service has demanded some 36 million in
faxes and penallies from Scientology for
the veurs 1970 throwgh 1974, The IRS suys
the sum is due from income nol used for

| church purposes. I7the IRS wins the pend-
| ing lax-court case, there s every likeli-

court peution, DeWolfl contends that his |

hood that i1 wall procesd againsn the
church for million: more 0 taxes and
penalties for later vears. At least 22 civil
suits have been filed against the church by
former members who claimed 1o have
been swindled, harassed and cven Kid-
mped. A courl i Australin has revoked

| Scientology’s stalus as o religion, and

one in France has convicted Hubbard, in

absentia, of frawd.
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—

The meunting troubles of the church
were dramatized on Jan. 7 when Hub-
bard's attractive third wife Mary Sue, 51,
wias senienoed W four Years in prison by a
federal judge in Washington, Once the
church's second mast powerful official,
Mrs. Hubbard was the Basl of eleven Scicn-
wlogy members who were convicted fog
their roles in bugging and burglarizing the
Wishington offices of the IRS, the Federal
Trade Commission, the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration and the Justice,
Treasury and Labor departments. Thess
break-ins were part of a vasl spying opera-

om. erealed by Hubbard and directed by
hiz wife, 1o gather information on “ene-

oy document so identifies 136 gov-
ernmental agencies ml home and
abroad. At s height, the espionage
syslem, called “Operation Snow
White' by Hubbard, included up 1o
5000 covert agenms who were placed
in government offices, foraign em-
bassies nnd consulates, as well as in
privale organiations critical of
Scientology. Hubbard even assem.
bled . dossier on President Richard
Mixon and individuals ranging from
US. Senators o members of the
Rockefsller Gamily.

Some dizssidénts in the church
contend that Hubtard has gone
inte hiding Lo avoid legal hassles
They claim thal for years he has se-
crely placed huge amounts of
church funds und howrds of pewels
in foreign bank accounts and
vawlls. According o this theory,
Hublsard has ler his  yourhful
protégés take contral in order o
separate himself Jegally from the
church amd its suits while retaining
many of its assers, Other Scientol-
ogy defectors argue that while thes
may have been Hubbard's plan, the
onetima loyal followers have taken
advantage of his failing health and
wre now seeking o0 enrfich them-
selves. IF Hubbord sclually is dead.
the charge poes. the church is being locted |

by those who now comerod ai.
E stimates of the number of Scientodogy
members vary widely, bul defectors
who ance held high pesitions in the
church say thay the worldwide member-
ship was ot mest 2 mullion al the height of
the movement in the early and mid- 197,
and that 755 of the total lived in the US
The church claims that millions more
took Al least aoame Schentobopy oourses
The peak income year for Soemalogy re-
portedly was 5100 million. Mow, accord-
ing o defectors, there arc only some
1000000 active members in the US. and
perhaps the same number abroad.

The turmold mn Sceentology began (o
intensify with Armstrong’s scrutiny of
Hubbard's privale papers. ' went from
being a devores to realizing 1 was the
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| wak pateniad by Hubbard, To uwse the
| E-meler, n person hobds a tin e inesch

| conded. Dwloctors

sz of @ con garre,” he 2avs. Archivist
ATEMEONE coacluwled i his Court iLsle-
ment thal Scientology is “behavior thera-
py masquerading as a ‘church® amd
making & mockery of honest religious
pracliees.” His wife Jooslvn. also a former
leader in the chugeh, agrecs. She deckares. |
“Wlosl Scientelogisis simply have no idea |
< what pees an ar bow the church is reals |
1% fun.”

Armstromg Jiseovered thal even Hub-
bard’s personal taekerourd was a st
Fuhic records show thnd when Hubbard |
hadl claimied Lo be traveling through Asin |
arrl (he South Pacific froen 1925 o 1929, |
learning what ke called “the seerets of |
life" from magicinns, |lonms, prissls sod
wigs men, he was achimlly o mediocre
Tigh gchodl ssdent. Adthough Tubbard
presenfed hamsell &5 & Righly odusile
manp, he Bunked ool of George Washing-
1on Liniversily's engineering schiool after
Twd yoars.

Mo wiad Hubbard 3 Wiorld War 11

yo
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President Heber Jentzsch

hera wha mimculousty cured himssLl of
nerly  Falal comhat wounds, ns he
Clanmsd. Hubbardd never siw combal. Al
ler his discharge Croen the Mavy i [946,
he wns granced S5 disabalily pay for ar-
Lhritis, bursilis nnd conjunclivilis. Hecon-
Lnued 10 collect this pay long after he
claimred 1 have discovered Lhe secrel of
heow L3 cupe sch aalments.

In 1954, while a popular seience-tic-
Lisn wriler, Huhbard founded Scientalogy
ift Phswnis. Tha chusch, which grew at a
pheaenienal i m the VA and abraad,
wis based on Hieas in & bestscller titled
figuaerics thol Hubbard wrole in [%930,
The aim af dianetics is to rid o person of
restrsclng ongrams. The fechnique ins
wolves ihe wse of an “CE-meter,” which

hainsl while 4 galvanameter wired o the
cams osnesbly dnkdscates emational siress.
While (he subgor i “on the cans™ a
Scientodogisl “auditer quizzes him (o un-
dower any embarrassing or painful experi-
Grds 1 Hag past. Al sech fraumas dre res

Faivs  clamed  that
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church members are oflen required 1a
odniliess their wrongdaings in Signed states
ments, which Tave somcline Been used
a5 blnckmail 10 kesp dissidenls silenl [n
the late 19Nk, to supplement dinnetics,
Hubtard developed Lhe ~parificalion mun-
divwn,” which he 3 wiould rid Lhe body
of the i1l edfecia of chenucals, dougs. smog
and radiniion through the use of vilamins,
griin oil, exercise and saunn ircatments,
Hubbards Ldllawers paid wp fa
S40000 Lo ke Soonlology oouses Lhal
the chareh lnimed could Qe almmy any
physical ar menind atlment, Some peapls
speni hunsdredds of thiwsands in all. Saws
an IBS almornsy whe anlerviewed hune
dreds of members: “Maoy of them san-
cerely belicved that Scientology belped

| their lives and made themn betéer people.”

[ the sl the ndvernen? has allracted
such celelbeanies a8 Hollywood's John Tra-
wolia and Television Speriscaster John
Brodie, former slar quarerback of the
Ban Francisas 49%ers.

As Beientology became mote papalar,
Hubbard s0ld licensss 10 operate Joal
missiens nnd chiarghess, which offered
mare advianced courses. Fach such lran-
chise was roquired 10 send 104 of ils in-
codee 10 Lhe parent church. Government
niferneys whe have siedicd (he Organies-
tian figure that meoe than o mallien peo-
ple have been “audited” warldwide, Esia-
el focs: S0 per henar.

Haunted By his fears of such “ene-
migs" as the FBLand ihe 1r5, Hebbard in
19466 =2l up headguarters im n 330-1, con-
werled British ferry. e took nearly 500
Bedemologiss wilh hum aboard the Apalis.
including ¢hildren signed over e [he
church by their parents nnd, according 1o
defections, controlled by broinwashing

Lechiniues. Aboard the Apefis, Flubbard |

Acted cul his wanurs Golasies as he
spiled the world’s oceans. He was ad-
dreseed as “the Commepdore,” his bevy off
OHITE W Servin i were cilbed “C0mes
enodors's Messenges Qi ifor organis.
tionk while his unifermed “5Sea Org” clie
formed his crew. Tonjn Burdzn, 23, 5 one-
Limme Fubbard Rvorite, contends that

chnin lockers helow decke "1 saw one Toy
held in there for 3 nights, ceving aed
e 10 be rebeased.”

ubbard canse ashore o 1995 and at-
templed, unspccessfally, w wke aver
the cily gawernment of Clearwater, Fla,
Meanwlle. his (Ollawers 21 up secref
bases i Dunedin, Fla., and in La Chainla
nnd Gilman Hol Springs in Southeen Cal-

hiding it ke desert during the late 15705
Alan Valmanl auld and S5M00ME in cash
were alwavs at haead for a swdden get-
away. He supeniased the produgtion of
Sownlology films for the faithful. He also
stasled moncy ovorseas, weiling up hald.
ing companiss an Liberis, Luxcmboursg
and Liechtensizin, and swasled what for-
| mer intimates cull “the nll-clear dage,”
wiran his legal troubles would bz aver nnd
b ol pubilicly returm o disoct his Bock.

Thez all ¢lear pever cames, and, in oL
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Hubbard’s problems grew worse. A coms
Pl Ll ey Orgn weslsn dhe el de-
cred police, Gnanes police and watchers of
the seered podiced kepd control of his fod-
bawers, even nf 1imes sending them 1o
chureh prigans for rehabalilalion. Tl
ther: wirs provwins dizaffection within his
ranks and bepal presswres from wathoul

In Mnech 1580, Hubbard disap-
peared, apparently in the company af two
marreesd assocsates, TPal sl Aon Broeker,
sanee ihen Boos of the thies has repormed-
Iv been seen by olher Scientelopizia. His
wile, wha claims she foels oo il willl i
wird Hubbard even thawgh he let bher
take U mag for spying on the Gowern-
meat, $ays she Bears rosn him regialaily
by mail, Somes old acquaintances main-
lain that they have received leliers from
| hirmn, one as redcend % thies wee ks ajo.

In Hubl=and's absescs, iBe cull has
changed drmmatically. In January 1952,
his young followers created the Religiops
Technalogy Center “far the prienary purs

nnvone breaking & rule was placed in foul

ifornia. Hubhard spent mosd ol his tanss |

porse of ensuring and maimtaaning the pu- |

ity and inteeriy of Sekniolegy.” One of

1he Sea Orgs, David Miscavigs, 22, whao
! - 5_5.



Religion

claimed to be in regular touch with Hub-
bard, comended that cthe founder had
“donated” all cights 10 his courses and
Lechnogues Lo the new corporalicn. Some
defectors. however, Insisl Lhat the church
planned to purchase Lhese so-called trade-
marks feom Hubbard for 585 million
Chbers Delieve the pew corporation, in
which Flubbard i nat officially mvolved,
was formed 1o shield him and his asseis
from the rmany lawsuits.

The new leaders also announced at a
meating of mission halders in San Fran.
cigso st Octeber that the Lechnolomy
conter would audit the hinancial records of
cach mission, charging 515,000 a day for
ihe procedure, and that all franchise hold-
crs woueld e puton the cans fora security
check. As discipling Lightemed, even Hube-
Laurd's dwughter Disna, 25, was ordered 1o
pull weeds in LMF heat ot & rehobilito-

F 2,

“Sea Org" mombrs in the Los Angebes center

tiom project in the California desert,

A purge of wveteran Sclentologists
aquackly  followed the (akeover. Bill
Franks, 26, was thrown out of his office in
Clearwater in December 1981 and fired
as Scieniolopy’s execulive director. “It's
just a power grab’ he says of the new
feaders acts, Their motive, he charges, is
“rdally money, absoelule greed.” Beat
| Corvden, chief of the misson i Hiver-

| EFEYE JEE A N R AN —a

side, Calif, which was one of the church's |

fargest (D000 mcmbers), claims that

dark-shirted “finance policemen”  de- |

mangded thist he turn over 340,000 i the
mission's treasury. He complied, and hiss
since sel up a new church unaffiliated
with Scientclogy. T goa fed up with the
yoang puvs” he says “The church has
been attacking its own loval people,”
Alan Walter, a Scientelopst for 20
vears and a missicn holder in the Middle
West, contends that “Hubbard was a ge-
nivg in many ways, He was sel up by these
kids, They were doing msane things, It
wils & retgn ef terrer.” Larry Wollersheim,
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who considered homsell “a cult sales-
mun.” =ys that he was trained W locale
the assefs of church members and then
help them devise explinations wo relalves
for why they needed 50 much money, T
wing canstantly hammered 1o coerce peo-
ple ti gt loans,” he claims.

Michacl Flynn, 38, a Boston lawyer, i
representing 25 people who claim they
have been victimized by Scientology. Asa
cesull, he appears al the top of an enemies
st drawn up by Scienmology leaders
Flynn claims that he has continually heen
threatened and barassed by Scizntolo-
Eists, He keeps o gumin bis office desk and
often uses odyguards. A poivate pilol. he
contends, "1 nearly died a couple of vears
apa when the engine of my plana quil,
Someone had puat gallons of wister in the
Ik pank, bal 1 con't prove who did 07 A
current officer of the church maintains

| that Flynn “ic a man desperate for moa-
ey who hopes 1o reap ricles from his cur

Attormey Flynn: heading an “enemies' lst

of any successful suits againsi the church,
In answer 1o the charpes against
Scienwlogy, Heber Jentzsch, 37, who was
clevated 10 the tular presidency of the
church by the new leaders. donies any
wrongdoing by the orgamizanion, Jentzsch
ingists that Hubbard i3 nenher dead nor
dermanted, He alo siys that Hubbard has
gone back te his Ot vocation. wriling,
and “he deserves o little privacy al 31"
Meanwhile, in the desert near Palm
Springs, Calil, a1 the edge of the Sun Ja-
cinty Mountaing, where Hubbard onee
stalked the sands wearing a cowboy hat,
curding and welling as he direced
Sotentology films, security & opht, Guards |
at the Gilman retreal serutinize Sars mov-
ing along & highway past a klack iron
gate, and securnity men range amid the
ciclus, chatiering  mie  walkic.aalkies
There is a sign thal $ays GOLDEN ERA
STUDIDS The oaly visible reminder of the
Tormer présence i5 & bronee plaque on a
replica of a ship’s deck. It is dedicated (o
“L. Bon Hubbard, master mariner.” |
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