CIENTOLOGY

VErsus

JmBerry

Last month, former AAEC President Jim Berry
found himself exchanging e-mail with a man
named “Ray Randolph.” Here’s a copy of
their correspondence, as provided by Jim:

11711797

Jim,

Greetings! I'm a long-term
reader of yvours, and a critic of the
church of scientology. In going
through some recently uncovered
documents about scientology, [ dis-
covered some documents Concern-
ing vourself,

In 1977, vou did a cartoon cap-
tioned, "I was into EST, Primal
Therapy, Yoga, Sclentology, Hare
Krishna, Transcendental Medita-
tion — MNow I'm into monev|”

In response to this cartoon, L.
Ron Hubbard ordered his followers
within the church of scientology o
harass vou inanatiempt Lo Cost you
vour syndication. Some of the text
of thart original order:

INFORMATION: Jim Berry has l.led
[sic] Scientology in attached car-
toon: It is desired that this fellow
no longer has a sindicared [sic)
publication.

MAJOR TARGET: To cause Jim Berry
ro lose his sindicated publication
so that he can no longer 5F
Scientology.

FRIMARY TARGETS: All Us Bl Secs

are on Post Operating.

The worthwhile purpose of this ac-
tion is to remove JB from his posi-
tion of power, 50 that he cannot
artack the Cof 5.

The “operation” of getting you
removed from your syndication was
called "Operation Funny Bone.” The
church of scientology then imple-
mented investigations into vour
background, into vour employvers,
political leanings, finances, and
much more. The operation was un-
covered during FBI raids of
scientology offices in the very late
19705, although no charges were
ever brought for this particular
incident,

The documents that were dis-
covered during those FEl Raids were
recently posted to the internet by
an individual calling himself
“RonlsXenu”™ at the ait.religion.
scientology USENET Newsgroup,
which is populated almost entirely
byscientology critics. The entirery
of the documents posted at thart
time, including an old, old photo-
copy of the original Carteon can be
seen at this address: http:/s
wivw.ezlink coms~ravr-doc/

My question is this: Would vou
Please consider writng something
up abourt thar period of time during
which youwere harassed? Any feed-
back at all. Were you aware of this?
Did the FBI notify vou when THEY
found these flles or did vou have
any idea art all that anv of this had
happened?

Can you relate any specific in-
cidences of harassment from that
period of dme?

Thank you very much for vour
time.

Fegards,
Ray Randolph

Dear Mr. Randolph:

Thanks for your message, The
subject of Scientology brought back
upsetting memaories.

Years ago a reader sent me an
article about Scentology that ap-
peared in a northern Florida news-
paper (Talahassee?), It was about
how the “church™ operated with
respect 1o dealing with the people
on their “enemies list.” 11 seems |
did one or two cartoons that they
didn’t like. In the piece there was
reference to *"Operation ‘Berry’s
World,” or some such dde, It told
about the leader of the church of
Scientology wrging all of its mem-
bers 1o write and call newspapers
across the country and complain
about my feature telling editors
and publishers w drop “Berry’s
World.” This was an organized ef-
fort to kill my career and | had no
idea thar it was happening. It's a
wonder my feature survived the
onslaught.

[decline towrite anything fur-
ther about this subject.

Sincerely,
Jim Berry

Mr, Berry,

Thanks so much for your reply!

You might be pleased o know
that the tables have wrned some-
what on Scientology. In 1945, in
response (o a few vocal critics on
the internet, scientology attempied
to silence discussions critical of
itself that were taking place. The
"internet culture,” as it were, is
extremely sensitive 1o censorship,
and the church's actions managed
to literallvy create tens of thou-
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sands of new “critics” of this
church.

L , Am a computer nerd
for Hewlett Packard who was intro-
duged o sclentology through their
heavy-handed censorship attempts
on the net, This “war with
sgentology” onthe nethas grown to
become the group’s worst night-
mare, Many, like me, have taken on
this cause and have become experts
in the fleld of understanding and
exposing Scientology.

Unfortunately, the harassment
vou recelved was not the exception,
itwas “the rule.” Scientology holds
that people who speak negatively
about itare “Suppressive persons,”
out 1o destroy the fulere of man-
kind., Hence, scicatclogy wasn't
merely attacking vou for saving
bad things — in the mind of L. Ron
Hubbard, vou were destroving hu-
manity! The Mayor of Clearwarter
Florida, a journalist named Paulette
Cooper, an author named Jon At-
tack and countless other individu-
als have been harassed in similar
wavs as vourself,

For the first time since the
19505, an entity has taken on the
church of scientology that cannot
Be ~harazssed into silence.” Thank
pod for the intérnet,

Check out some pagesregarding
scientology on the neu hipes’
members.aol.comsblackpr/, and
hop:/fwww.ezlink.com/~rayr/
scieneium (my main page)

Thanks again for your reply,
and | shall certainly respect your
wishes o remain silent on the sub-
ject '

Regards,
fay Randoiph

Jim,

Could [ have permissionto place
vour initial email reply to me re:
“Herry's world/Scientology™ on my
weh page?

Regards,
Ray Randolph

Ras-

About pulting my comments on
your web site — let me think about
it!

Jim B.

Response 1o my not wanting 1o
appear on the Randolph Web Site
11515797

Ray,
I've been thinking over the idea
of your posting my message to you
on your web site. | prefer that you
do not do It. One of the reasons is
that Scientologists undoubtedly
check out vour site on a very regu-
lar basis.

[They da, in fact, do this, —RR]

The inclusion of my name and
feature might be like waving a red
flag in front of a bull. As you may
know, my approach to cartoons is
vire of subile humor. [ ain not what
vou would call an “amack-type”
editorial cartoonist. If the
Scientologists decided to organize
another drop “Berry's World™ cam-
paign, itmight be devastatng to my
CAreer.

fI will respecr this, although the

days of those sorts of attacks on .

people are over for the
scientologists, Their hands are full
wilh S0 many aclive, aggressive crit-
ics, lawsuits, etc., and their re-
sources so taxed now, that [ doubt
they could do something if they
wanied [o.

They simply aren’t the mono-
lithic organization that they were
in the 1970s. —RR]

On the other hand, [ think that
such tactics used to destroy a car-
toonist or writer should be aired.

[We have to wonder How many oth-
ers have been “shuddered into si-
lence™withour any memorial atall?
It's pure luck that the pages with
your name on them surfaced in the
first place. —RR]

Accordingly, [ have senta copy
of our e-mail messages to the Asso-
ciation of American Editorial Car-
toonists for consideration for pub-
lication in the organization’s news-
letter, the Notebook. | hope that's

all right with you. if it is not,
please let me know, and I shall
withdraw the submission.

[Definitely all right! Although it
should be mentioned that these
documents have been recently
posted on the net and on discussion
groups. Discussions regarding yvour
harassment have raken piace in fo-
rums known to be monitored by
sclentology.

As far as any harassment as a
reswdt of this coming out — In my
professional opinion, vou simply
needn’t worry about it. They've got
ten thousand much larger fish to
fry these days, and Hubbard is
dead — which managed to rob them
af somesmall amountofthefrcrimi-
nal fanaticism.

Even so— the properresponselo
any harassment is to be extremely
noisy about It. So do let me know
should anything come up, you wifl
find that you have more support
than you know what to do with. The
internet, and the freedom fighters
who live here are an amazing bunch
af paople,

It must be exceptionally creepy
to see vourself discussed in these
documents. The “Operation
Funnvbone”™ documents are unigue
inn that they specifically implicate
L. Ron Hubbard in crimes that were
claimed by the cult to have been
done by “rogue agents® working
within the church. For that reason,
they are exceptionally valuable to
us critics in exposing the true na-
ture of this organization.

Are there any questions I can
answer for voul Oranyvinformation
[ can provide oo Vou in relation o
all of this?]

Ray
ik

Dr. Michael Kay Randolph
{rayvr@ezlink.com) — 5P4 w/Clam
Cluster Unemploved German Psy-
chiatrist, Prozac abuser, and rogue
agent alding in the suppression of
silly cults. Member: Cult of the
Anti-Cult Scientology KILLS T-
shirts http://www.ezlink.com/s
~IAVrS=-shire, »

Reprints of several Editor & Publisher pieces about the Orlando can-
vention were posiponed till next issue to make room for this article,
which arrived just as the Notebook was going to press. Curious readers
can find them in E&P for August 9, August 23 & September 6.
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