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It gives me conaiderable pleasure to speak heme today on the
occasjon of the opening of a new and very impressive office for the Church
of Selantolagy international.

There Is a batlle waging for freedom of bellef and worship. itls
accurming in Germany and across Europe, where the gap batwaan tha
iegaliy-guaraniead fresdom of belief and the day-to-day realities of
religious discrimination eften collide.

The issve comes down to this: |s Germany ~ indead all of Europe -
ic be a socisty where the rights of all faiths are truly respectad?

The constitutions of individual nations say yes. European iaw says
yes. They all include, as comerstones, the right to freedom of bellef. Yet
in practice, members of religious minorities experience diecrimination and
harassment. Garmany is not the only place thls happens, It i ocourring in
enlightened couniries all over Europa.

And leat members of any traditional falths present today think | am
exciuding you, | am not. In European countries where your faiths are In
the minarity, you, too, could experience similar treatment. The measage
of the need for tolerance and pluralism applias to you, too,

Making circumstances worse [s the lack of a universally accepted
definitlan of refigion, broad anough t ancompass all faiths,



Today, a growing community of scholars such as from Oxford and
Paris 1| Universities recaognize that the evidence is clear: new religious
movements must be accepted as an important part of our spiritual
landscape — and that the narrow definlitions of yesteryear must give way to
the rellgious piuraliam shaping the Eurcpe of tomomow,

Tharefors | take real pleasure in being able to study this definiticnal
preblem from the perspactive of tha Scientology religion, along with
sevaral of my colleagues.

Of all the new religious movements in Germany, Sclentolegy is by
far tha most vislble and hae stood tall against many attacks. The battle Is
not yet over. But so far, tha Church of Sclentology has won some natable
and precedsni-setting lagal victories in the courts.

Time and again the courts have declared that Scieniology Ie a
religious community protacted by the German Constitution. The Federal
Supreme Labor Court has ruled that the staff members of Sclentology
churchas are motivatad by an ideallatic commitment and not monstary
gain, And this year the courts compalled the German Federal Financa
Ministry to recognize that the mother church, Church of Scientology
International, Is a charitable tax-exampl religious organization. The lide of
the battle for religlous freedam in Germany Is turning.

Tha Church of Sclentology stands In the front raw of those whoe fight
for the acceptance of religious plurallsm. Scientologiste don't give up.
They are determined. They persiet. They show courage in the face of
ohstaclas. | am convinced, only a sincere balief in their religion can
produce this level of commiiment and dadication. And that is why the



Church ot Scientology leada a fight for tolerance thatl will benafit averyone.
And their exampie gives hope to others.

Thank you very much.



